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KjJfu! tain Is one ot the

1*111 WdrvXt naturaI objects In

iN^yi Washington
|H>' which nearly all
>jji| persons who dwell

^ In the capital and

Ik V WKjRJJ /\ something, 'but
perhaps not very
much about. It

is a mass of earth and rock grown ovei
with trees, and it rises so far above the
rolling hills of the neighboring country
thattt seems to be a mountain set upon
a plain. It is a detached mountain, far
separated from any other* hill worthy
of the name of mountain, and.' of. a
neigbt sufficient to dominate the countryfor- many miles east, west, north
and south.
Sugarloaf mountain, forty miles away,

is visible in clear, bright weather from
points in Tenleytown, the ridge along
which Nebraska avenue runs, thosto
tracts of land above" Burnt Mills called
Pleasant View and White Oak and
probably from numerous other places
In suburban. Washington. It is visible
from the Washington "Monumeht.'
Looked at from a distance^his .mountainis symmetrical and its form suggestedits name, Sugarloaf. Old-fashionedlump or loaf sugar was conical

instead of cubial, as it is now. In
pernaps an mountain regipus luere is
a sugarloaf mountain. Marty or them
are more symmetrical and mora suggestiveof the old-fr.shioned sugarloaf
than ours, but, whether j.ustly descriptiveor not, this sugarloaf has beep so
called ever since the earliest white settlersbegan to hunt game, fell. treei
and plow land in that region, consid*
crably more than 200 years ago.

*
* *

It was Sugarloaf mountain when Indiansand buffalo, bear and deer lived
there, and, indeed, in the trackless depths
or trackless heights of this mountain,
and in its laurel brakes, tangles of wild
grape and tumbled rock masses one

might easily imagine that bears and
other big wild creatures dwell there
now..
Viewed from the southeast, south

and southwest, the directions from
which the great majority of Washing*
toniaps look at this singular mountain,
it presents its silgarloaf formation,
but this fancy is dispelled If one views
the mountain from other points of the
compass, for, as a matter of fact,
Sugarloaf mountain is as irretrnlar inl
form as a mountain usually is. It is
veined with deep ravines, little valleys
rest in its mass and above these valleysrise short ridges and several
domes or knobs that are secondary to
the big dome 1,300 feet high, whick
gives to the whole mountain the name
of Sugarloaf. The main knob is at the
south end of the mountain and its top
is elongated, having its longer axis in
a north and south direction.
North of this dome and about 150»feet

below it and extending northwestwardly
is a very narrow strip of relatively flat
land, and to the northeast end of it
rises a knob of a hundred feet less elevationthan Big Knob. Beyond this
there is a valley or "pass," another
knob and more upland vales and knobs
throughout the extent of this giant
heap of lofty land. The area is about
2,000 acres. From east to west across
Big Knob the mountain is a trifle more
than a mile wide, its greatest breadth
from east to west is across its northerlyhalf, where the distance is two
miles, and the length of the mountain
northeast to southwest is three miles.
But they are long, hard miles, if you

walk them, and that is the only way to
readh the high parts or the top of this
mountain" unless you own an aeroplane
or dirigible. You cannot climb this
mountain in an automobile or a buggy,
and if you rode to the top on a horse,
which might be possible with some
horse having the blood of a mountain
goat in it, that horse would probably
never come down, or if he did he would
orrivo at fhp hnttnm in an linnminii and
unserviceable condition. Up and down
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How Henry P. McCainQuit Following a

Lop-Eared Mule in the
Furrow to Become a
\X7pct Painf- Pion/^
T J V.OI A U1UL VUUV.U UllVi

Rise to One of the
Most Powerful Positionsin the Military
Service.A Story of
the Democracy of the
American Army.

T was a summer
tday at West
Point. In one ot
the academic halls
there was gathereda stately arrayof stern,uniformedmembers
of the faculty ol
the world's most
famous military
academy. At the
desks was a collectionof assorted young Americans.

They were hardly the average ol
boys, else they would not have been
there. Each had some quality that had
lifted him above his fellows at home
and won him an appointment as a
cadet. "The flower of the nation," they
have been called, but in this Instance
it was the flower in the pollen, for
not yet had they gained full admittance.They were up for the entrance
examination.

* *

In the group was a tall, awkward
pallid youth, uneasy, scared, nervout
and yet showing in his fine deep-set
eyes a desperate purpose. Up fronMississippihe had come, shabby, uncouthby comparison with the citybred,trained and tutored boys wh<
made up a considerable part of th<
throng, boys who were full of the confidenceof their own superiority. Then
was more than a trace of contempt lr
the amused glances they sent to th<
rustic youth from the south.
All "beasts" in the vocabulary of th<

Point, the> seemed to feel that the?
were materially less beastly than th«
MiKBissippian.
"It was the cruel experience o

my. whole life,* -said the boy recently
A boy no longer, he sits in an cxpan
give suite of offices in the War Depart
merit at Washington playing a larg<
part In the direction of the Atnericai
Army. Brig. (Jen. Henry P. McCain
adjutant general of the army, is hi
name and title.
Thero was a reflective look In hi

eyes and a sad little smile on his lip
s-.s he let his mind drift back to thai
to him, terrible day of 18&1.
"i had to stand up there before a lo

L

this mountain is no place for riding. It I
must be walked and climbed. Yet there 1
Is what appears to be the relic of a s

very old road which escaladed Big 1
Knob. It seems to have been cut f
through the rock and loose bowlders, s
and this old way has been washing and i
filling with rock debris until now along s

part of its course it resembles a ditch. £
A good road could be built to the summit,but it has yet to be built. t

t

* * t

Roads skirt the base oi the mountain. J
Mount Ephraim, a crossroad named j,

. after Ephraim Harris, an old settler g

^ who jnade a fortune there in the gen- I
eral merchandise business, is near the ^

base. Ohe road comes northeast from ®

Dickerson on the Metropolitan branch j
of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and c

one homes northwest from Barnesville. I
The Dickerson "road passes along the 8

east base of Sugarloaf and leads to e

Urbana, and enters roads leading to j
'Hyattstown and many other places in t
Montgomery afld Frederick counties, t
The Bariiesville road passes around the
west side of the mountain, and also c

fejfcttte. zz
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leads to Urbana, with branches to Park r

Mills and numerous hamlets. No road t
crosses the mountain, not even over its g
lower, parts, between the knobs. P
A number of streams wind around the e

base of Sugarloaf, notably Bennett s

branch and Little Bennett branch, at the r

northerly end. Small streams origl- s

nate in the mountain and flow into q
Bennett branch, and some others with- o
out names flow westwardly into the a

Monocacy river, roughly about three e

miles west of the middle of Sugarloaf. t>
Furnace branch flows southerly from >
the west side and the Little Monocacy o

southerly some distance from the east
side. The Monocacy empties into the s
Potomac four or five miles south by t
west from the top of Big Knob. Sugar- e

loaf is in Frederick county about a p
mile northwest of the Montgomery ii
county line. b
The Rambler was given a very enter- ci

alV An fho o-onlGCV nf tha C

mountain and its region by George "tV. t<
Stoee of the United States geological 1
survey. Mr. Stose said: ^
"As we leave Washington on the Bal- tl

timore and Ohio going westward it is t
at once noticeable from the effort of &
the engine that we are climbing out of r<
the valley of the Potomac to an up- f
land plain. You know this upland 11

COTTON FID
of professors, forbidding-looking men t<
in uniform, along with a lot of other t\
candidates, whose dress and easy man- ii
ner showed them to be more uced to ti
lifa than T nnH whn spprr.ftd pntirslv n

self-possessed," he went on. g
"I was told to go to the blackboard.

There I faced the most complicated
problem in mathematics that I had
ever seen. The figures swam about like
a lot of ducks I remembered having ti
seen on a bayou in Mississippi. The M
room became a blur. For a moment
I did not know where I was.
"Then, by a tremendous effort, I gath- b

ered myself together. I knew that in a

this fight I simply had to win, for fail- v

ure meant that I probably would follow t
a plow and a lop-eared mule through a f
cotton field for the remainder of my a
life. i
"Suddenly the figures began to take t

shape as I looked them over and disen- t
tangled them. The blur faded, the room r
and its occupants ceased to occupy my t
attention. I forgot where I was, for- c

got my own awkwardness and embar- t
rassment. I forgot everything but the
problem and my determination to mas- j
ter it. As I concentrated all my mind i
upon them, the intracacies of the prob- <
lem began to unfold and I dashed fig-
ures on the blackboard as fast as I j
could write them. s

:
"After I had worked for some time J

an officer stepped up and said kindly: T

'You have grot the right idea. You have
1

made a few mistakes in multiplying,
but they are not essential. You know j
how to do it. That is all right?' «

"Never before had I heard words that 1

sourtded so sweet. Music never soothed j
t a tortured soul so effectually as they 1

did. And the considerate tone and .,
manner of this awe-inspiring figure in

r
uniform calmed and delighted me. My '

heart rose, my fears fled, my confidence
5 grew, and the remainder of the exam-

ination, though by no means easy, '

brought no great difficulties, for all my .

energies were aroused.
"Some way I got through, and enteredupon four years of the hardest

work of my life. I had never learned
to study, to concentrate and to make

f
use of what I really did know, and con-
centration and application, intense and
steady, are essential at the military

t academy. Four hard, grueling years
i they were, and I emerged with the cov.etcd prize, a commission as second lieutenantin the army."

It is the very human story of the
* average cadet at West Point that Gen.
» McCain has told here. In the manner
. described Uncle Sam picks out the men

he elects to train as leaders of his
armed forces. Harsh, severe, trying it

1 may be, but it is essential. Leaders of
* men are wanted. What man is cornDetentto lead who cannot face and
9 pass through the ordeal?
>' Moreover, it illustrates the democbracy of the American army. In some

quarters it is the fashion to talk of
f army officers as "tessellated satraps"

and members of the "gold lace aristoc-
racy." Perfervid orators would have
their auditors believe that these West

e Pointers, leaders of the army, in some
i manner are apart from and alien to the
i. so-called "common people."
a And yet when one traces out the recordone finds that the greater number
s of thsse army officers are just such
s men as Gen. McCain. Pew there are of

family wealth or pampered infancy.
Up from the soil they have come. Many,

t like Gen. McCain, left the plow handle

TH *i
i

>lain was the land surface near se
evel In late Tertiary time and th
itreams flowed across It to the se;
^.s the land was elevated and the sui
ace was tilted toward the sea, tti
streams cut their channels Into th
>lain, and that is the way the Potoma
md its tributaries got into their dee
gorges.

"

"Great Falls shows the last stage c
his cutting of a gorge in progress, fc
he falls have receded from Washing
on to their present site during th
utting of this inner gorge. So, w
ise rapidly from near sea level i
nn/or IVo nhiriorfrtn trv 930 at Wflflf

ide, and then travel on the uplar
lain, rising gradually to 530 feet el<
ation at Washington Grove. Few rocl
re seen In this part of the Journey, t
hiy have been so long subjected to tl
rocesses of weathering on the surfac
f the old plain that they are decon
osed to great depths, and form so
tained bright yellow by iron. Tl
ocks are ancient granite, gneiss an
chist, the same as may be seen in tl
tigher parts of Washington, and ai
he oldest rocks known in this part <
he continent.
"At Germantown we pass on to ai
ther type of rock.ancient lavas. The*

Z
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OF CLIMBERS ON SUGARLOAF 1

ocks are also deeply decomposed o
he upland plain, but in the streai
:orges where the rock is freshly ex
osed lava speckled with bright min
rals that fill its old pores may b
een. Of course it is hard rock nov
nuch of it like slate, but it tells th
tory that in the ages long ago grea
uantities of molten rock poured ou
f the surface of the earth, coverin
belt of land scores of miles long an

xtending in width from Germantow
o Dickerson. The slate is quarried a
fount Ephr^im, near where you passe
n your ramble.
"As you approach Dickerson you wi
ee the cone-shaped Sugarloaf moun
ain on the right, rising like an isolal
d volcanic peak out of the uplan
lain on which you have been travel
ig. It is not a volcanic peak, howevei
ut was so shaped by erosion. It i
omposed of hard sandstone of th
ambrian age, like that composing Ca
Dctin mountain, ten miles to the wesl
his sandstone was deposited in th
raters of an inland sea which ocaupie
his area ages ago, during Cambria
Ime. The sandstone was the firs
ediment laid down in this sea and rep
esents the sands and pebbles derive
rom the erosion of the older crystal
ine rocks forming the shores of th

ELD TO A
> take up the cadet's musket. Wealtl
imily tradition, influence mean noth
lg in the severest of all professions
-aining schools.jWest Point and An
apolis. Individual capacity to "mak
ood" is the only thing that counts.

*
* *

Does all this tend to create an arit
ocracy? Yes, in the better sense of tfc
r'ord it does. But it is an aristocrac
f brains and competency. Only th
est equipped survive the four yeai
t these service schools. Only thof
/ho can survive the rigid tests of pc
ential leaders emerge as graduat<
rom the institutions. And that is n<
.11. Moral character also is a fact<
n the equation. Truth, honor, justic
hese are concrete and not abstra<
hings at the academies. The acadi
nies and the services for which th<
rain stand for the elements on whic
civilization and good government ai
>ased.
The spirit of West Point, as well i
Vnnapolis, as Gen. McCain pointed 01
n further talk, is essentially demi
ratic. All new cadets are "beasts"
'plebes".short for plebeians. Th(
nust demonstrate their character ar
Lbilities before they are admitted
full fellowship with their colleague
rhese are qualities that must lie witl
n the individual boy. All "start fro
the scratch," as it were.
As an instance, one of the most po]ilar cadets in the last decade at We

Point, the one who achieved mo
prominence in studies, athletics, soci
iffairs and military exercises than ai
>ne cadet in a generation, and wl
Inally was graduated among the fir
three in his class, is the son of a po<widow who made a living conductingitinera* boarding house in the far wet
sue xmu iiuuimg 10 give ner son sa1
;lean parentage, a sound body, a bouibrain and a democratic spirit. Unc
Sam took him from her, educated hi
In a worthy profession and now hiaim at work.
In many ways Gen. McCain typifl«the average American West Poin'trained army officer; a man sprunfrom the people, a poor boy flghtinbis way to the top and to a career <

honor and Integrity.
*

* *
When he spoke of facing a life <

following a plow and a lop-eared mu!
in event of his failure to pass the ei
trance examination at West Point, 1
Indulged in no figure of speech. Boi
In Mississippi in 1861, his youth wt
Bpent in an impoverished and broke
community. The struggle for existem
was desperate. The civil war was n<
far distant and reconstruction was
reality when he came to the age whe
most boys are in grammar school.Educational advantages were fe-*
and time to study, since every memb*
of the family had to contribute labc
to the common support, was hard 1
find. Somehow, though, young M<
Cain grubbed along in his studies, ar
then acquired an ambition to go 1
West Point.
Hernando De Soto Money, then

representative from Mississippi, iat<
a distinguished senator, was willlr
to give him the appointment, sin<
there were few applicants and few <
those who had applied had been to

(f)HEasea and hardened by compression and
ie other earth forces.
a~ *

* *
ib "Among' the larger pebbles In the
Ie sandstone may be found fragments of

Lp all the various kinds of older crystallinerocks from granite to lava. The
>f sandstone was deposited over all the
>r surrounding region and was then continuousfrom Sugarloaf to the Catocl©tin mountain. But how came it to
e form this isolated mountain peak? Was
n it* thrown up by a great upheaval of
I- the earth? No, it is merely a remnant
d of a once higher land surface that existedin this region. Can you imagine
;s as you look from the top of Sugarloaf
ls to Catoctin mountain that many years
to ago the intervening Frederick valley
:e was filled to the same level, which was
i- then the surface of the land; that since
il then the atmosphere has slowly deiecomposed the softer rocks and the
d rains and streams have gradually reiemoved the material to the Ocean and
e lowered the country to its present portsition? Even the hardest rocks have

been affected by the prolonged process
i- of erosion, so that only a small remtenant of the great mass of hard sand-

wnm :tS|:-

MOUNTAIN,

n stone that once covered the ancient
n crystalline rocks remains in the form
> of the rounded conical hill of Sugari-loaf.
,e "But I do not want to mislead you
ir§ into thinking that there has been no

e great earth movement there. The
t limestones of the Frederick valley

[t. overlie the sandstone of Catoctin and
g Sugarloaf mountains and a great break
ft called a 'fault' has displaced them, so

n that at their eastern edge they .lie at

t the level of the pre-Cambrian cr'ystaljline rocks which represents an earth
movement of several thousands' of feet

U vertically. This occurred before the
formation of the land surface from
wmcn ouKariuai waa carv.eu, jiuwcvci,
and no great upheavals have taken

a place since in th^s region."
There are many ways of visiting this

r' interesting place. You can take the
8 train to Dickerson &.nd .walk abput four
e and a half miles. With an automobile
many roads are open to you as far as
the base of the mountain. The Ramebier walked from Dickerson. At this

d time the j-oad was ankle deep in the
n yellow dust of that decomposed rock
it of Which the geologist spoke. It is a

narrpw road, and when the Rambler
d and hiS friends pdssfed over it was

much used by automobiles, and these
e in their rapid passage raised choking
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tunate enough to possess the educa1tional requirements for admission.
!n So, with barely enough money to
36 make the journey, and that money ac'tquired by the hardest kind of physical

toil, young McCain went up to West
a Point and to his great ordeal.
>n When he was graduated in 1885 he

was sent as second lieutenant to the
3d Infantry in the west. Seven years

jr later, when he was promoted to a first
>r lieutenancy, he was transferred to the
to 14th Infantry. Practically all of his
o- service in those regiments was in the
id west.
to The west in those days was a differentwest from the west of today. Turabulent tribes of Indians in the Dakotas,
jr Montana and other states were furignishing work for the army. Transporjetation was slight, and the infantry did
jf most of its moving about on foot,
r- Long, bitter "hikes" In midwiner were

"E&l
fogs of fine-grit that turned white col- 1

lars and white cuffs yellow in a whiff, t
It is a trifle over two miles to Mount 1
Ephraim, which is a mount only in c

name, but the land is higher than that t
over which you have traveled from t
Dickerson. An old brick house stands 8
there with a new frame addition. It is
now the home of S. C. Jones, but long 2

ago it was the home of Ephraim Har- 3
ris, part of whose name was given to *
the crossroad. «

Looking-- toward the mountain from I
this point, you see a white house which
shines among the trees at the south f
base of the mountain. You will be told, t

as the Rambler was told, that it is the 3
home of Gordon Strong, who owns the J
mountain and a large acreage of land J

around the base. In an indirect way I
the Rambler heard that this gentleman 1
intends to erect a great house on Big £

Knob, but that story may be the sub- 1
ject of another ramble, for when a man i

climbs the Sugarloaf once he wants to
go again and again. 1
The main road to Urbana or to Hy- i

attstown runs along the east base of c

the mountain and you follow this for a <
mile. On your left a road not exten- i

sively used and full shaded by the <
woods through which it goes strikes ]

LITTLE Ci

in closer to the mountain base and per-
haps climbs the side a trifle. This pleasantwalking continues for nearly a i

mile, and another left-hand turn near 1
an old log house leads into the broad
mouth of a ravine in the mountain side. 1
The road soon crosses the site of a saw-

mill, where a hillock of sawdust shows
that a large amount of timber.very
likely nearly all the accessible mer-

chantabletimber-of the mountain.was ]
sawed here. The condition of the saw.dust, slabs and splinters indicates that
the sawmill was in operation only a
few years; ago.
The road, after passing the sawmill j

site, fades into a stony trail, down (
which, no doubt, some of the logs were
hauled. This trail, over large stones, 1

many of them loose, becomes steeper at 1

every step. xsuw uuuui uiie-iuiiu ui 111*3

way up. afcd before the breath-taking
and muscle-testing climbing begins,
there is a large space of rocks with a
glorious spring, where you, may rest
and drink. From the spring your road
is over rocks, .and the faint trace of a
trail is often obstructed by long fallen
trees or logs left behind by the lum1bermen. Tou pass the steepest part of
the ascent over rocks, and then come to
a section of the mountain side overlaid
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ral of the army.
by CHnediost.)

only a trifle more uncomfortable than
the same sort of "hikes" over sun'baked desert in midsummer.
And garrison life did not present

many joys. Tiny little army posts, oc:cupied by a single company or a battalionat most, dotted the western
landscape. Hitching posts, the army
calls them. That was one of the evils
of the old system which the army is
now trying so hard to do away with.
Officers and men had no opportunity to
serve with the larger units, and thus
were untrained in the charatcer of
work which real war requires. For
example. Gen. McCain never saw a full
regiment assembled until the war with
Spain.
From hitching post to hitching post

wandered the detachments of the 3d
and 14th with which Gen. McCain was

connected, herding hostile Indians back
to the reservations and the like, until

svith deep forest mold, where the asters,
he dopwood, the nightshade and the
aurel grow wi-tij great thrift. This
character of soil and vegetation con- ^
inues to the top of the knob, but at fhe southwest face Is a mass of bare
fray rock. w

And here you take your view. It is s
i vast outlook. The world is below j
-ou. The roads look like threads, the t
arms are squares that remind you of
i checkerboard, and villages are mere 1
jatches of white.
Of the Monocacy river you get a t
glimpse above where it enters the Po- a
omac and the Potomac shines below
-ou almost as far down as Mason
sland, which is the island above Har- *
Ison Island associated with Ball's {
duff and its battle. The railroad j
jridge over the Monocacy is in sight,
ind it looks like a little bridge in
andscape that is shut up in the show
window of a shop. t
West and southwest and northwest i

:he Catoctin Mountain, or the Catoctin t
ange, looms, and far away over its c
irest you see the deeper, mistier blue i
>f the Blue Ridge. West and north- t
vest you can count the villages of i
Greenfield Mills on the Monocacy, f
Pleasant View, Doubs and Churchill c

* MLJIKM^^
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on Tuscarora creek, Adamstown,
Buckeystown $nd Limekiln on the
main line of the Baltimore and Ohio
through Frederick valley to the Point
of Rocks, and Feagerville on the Jeffersonturnpike. South, over a patchworkof fields and woods, you look far
off over Dickerson and Barnesville and
Boyds to the neighborhood of Poolesirille.You can pick out about where
Leesburg lies.

r

* *

Buzzards flying high over the fields
ire wheeling and floating below you.
)n a crag overhanging the depths a

ong-leaf stunted pine tree grows. The '

new is magnificent, but of such commonclay is man that the Rambler
;urned his back on this panorama and
'ell to eating chicken grapes that grew
uxuriantly if not lusciously over the
small sumacs and dwarfed locust trees 1

hat live up there. Then with stained 1

ace and hands he began the down
rip over the stony trail and along the 1
lusty road to catch a home-bound j

rain at Dickerson. <

>F THE UM:
Inally the 14th settled down to a long
?tay at Vancouver barracks, a historic
>ost on the banks of the Columbia,
Irst created as an armed post by the
Hudson's Bay Company in 1824; later
m American garrison under Capt.
Bonneville, made famous by Washing-
on Irving, and still later the scene of
;he labors of Capt. U. S. Grant, a young
jfflcer, under whose directions some of
he existing buildings were built. It

Sas at Vancouver, by the way, that
!>ant sickened of army life in the dull

lays of the early fifties and resigned
rom the army, not to return until the
:ivil war called him.
In 1897 all the world went gold mad
>ecause of the discovery of Klondike.
7he adventurous by the thousands from «

ill over the United States and Europe
locked to Alaska. All had to enter by
vay of Skagway and the White Pass
rail. There was no civil government in 1
Alaska, so when- Skagway blossomed j
nto a pretentious city the lawless took ^
harge. One "Soapy Smith," at the head
>f a gang of desperadoes, levied tribiteon the weak and the unwary.
One day the more permanent resi- *

lents of Skagway, headed by the local 1

:ditor, J. F. A. Strong, now governor 1

>f the territory, held a mass meeting,
leplored the fact that the federal gov- 2
:rnment had not moved to provide a i

government for the country and sol- <

mnly resolved to try to better condi- '<

ions in such crude manner as they
night devise. They buried "Soapy 1
Imith" next day, his system permeated i

>y a quantity of soft lead which had ]
»een injected therein by the aforesaid 1
rood citizens. Many of the lawless ele- i

neni moved away.a few Jumps ahead i

>f the good citizens. 1
* 1

* *

This stirred Uncle Sam to action. He *

lispatched a company of the 14th In- 2
antry to Skagway to relieve the law- t

.biding element from such unpleasant £

uties as it had been forced to per- ,

orm. Lieut. McCain went along. Pres- t
ntly Skagway was as peaceful and 1
rderly as a New England village. The <

anky Mississippian proved to be a ca- 4
able and efficient mayor, chief of po- c

ice, town marshal and city council. r

Ikagway no longer was disturbed. The c
wildest and wooliest desperado wilteu
efore the calm, soft-eyed, soft-spoken, £

;entle but adamant army officer. ^
Skagway was calm and peaceful when 1
Jong came the Spanish-American war. 1
Juickly the scattered elements of the c
4th Infantry hurried back to Vancou- *
rer barracks, there, for the first time 1
n years, to be mustered complete unlerthe grateful eyes of their famous
egimental commander, the loved Col.
Tommy" Anderson.
Pol "Tnmmv" lmilnd V><a a

:ransport and took them to Manila as f
l part of the first army expedition to e
he relief of Dewey. First Lieut. Mc- a
?ain, always unperturbed, always ef- j,Icient, was one of the colonel's rightlandn?en in the movement. ^
In the islands there was some fight- o
ng. The action of August 8, 1898,
vhen the land forces took the city s
rom the perhaps willing Spanish, is a t
natter of history. It was no great v
shakes of a battle, after all, but it s
vas the first in which Lieut. McCain h
lad become engaged. r
Then the Aguinaldo insurrection be- "V
ran to brew. The 14th was in for a IV
ot of brisk fighting, and felt the fact fa

October Foliage.
A FEW days ago tho Rambler, while

gathering a bouquet of wild flow»rs,met, on a woodland trail. Ewing
Summers, one of ^the hard-working bird
ind plant enthusiasts of Washington.
He was warming up over the autumn
>eauty of the woods and what he said
:o the Rambler follows:
"While the region of the St. Law

encevalley and the great lakes-probiblyexhibits the most gorgeous forest
:olors in the world, reminding us of
he brilliant calicoes of two or th^ee
generations ago, we have here In the
Potomac valley a display sufficient to
'licit our admiration.
"Yellow is the prevailing color, next

;o green, in the autumnal forest, as
'ound on the maples, sweet gum and
:ulfp poplar. The foliage of a iftaple
>r sweet gum tree all turns at once,
vhlle on the poplar only here and
here a leaf turns yellow, increasing in
lumber and brilliancy until severe
'rost turns them all suddenly into a

iingy brown and forces them off to the

CJIfTAHf.

ground. The sugar maple, abundant in
the northern states, yields the most
brilliant golden color of all, but there
are no native trees of that species
around Washington. The red maple,
abundant here, and the river or silver
leaf maple undergo their autumnal
change into pale yellow. The box elder,
a member of the same family, turns
yellowish. Elm becomes in great part
a faded yellow through September.
"The red foliage of autumn is exhibitedmostly by the dogwood family,

comprising first the black or sour gum,
then the flowering dogwood, and more
faintly the silken cornel or kinnikinnick,while our shrubbery landscapes
ire daintily ornamented with the red
and purple of the smooth sumac. Some
leaves of the sassafras turn yellow,
some red and the rest remain green,
while all are beautifully flecked with
round black dots.
"Brown is furnished by the oaks, mainlyduring: the latter part of October and

the most of November. The most magnificentlandscape of a uniform coffeebrowncolor in the vicinity of Washington
is presented one to three miles east of
:he city, about the headwaters of Piney
ind Oxon runs. To obtain the best view
)f that scene go to the highest portion

STEP STAT
in its very bones. But just before the
big show started, just before the
chance came to make real military
records, Lieut. McCain, always hard
working, acquired a case of tropical
fever that was the admiration of the
Medical Corps. It wTas a perfectly typicalcase, Just the thing the Medical
Corps wanted to work on. But Lieut.
McCain did not appreciate it, however
much the doctors might. He wanted
to go out with the regiment, but he
had to Rtftv In the hosoital.

*
*

There were times when It looked as

[f he would come back to the United
States in a flap-draped casket, but he
svaded that. Nevertheless, the fever
left him so shattered that he was not
St for the field. The army authorities
?ent him back to Vancouver barracks
to build up.
What mattered that promotion to

captain came along in the regular
:>rder of things about this time? The
ivar was over, the "heroes were to be
ewarded, further promotion was thus
affectually blocked for a number of
rears; nothing was ahead but the old
"outine of moving from one tiny westjrnhitching post to another. It was
i doleful outlook.
In some such state of mind Grant, at

:he same station, tried to And relief in
enting a patch of ground and raising
potatoes as a side line to soldiering.
3ut history records that just as Grant
aised a fine crop the market broke
tnd the potatoes rotted on the ground.
Perhaps this deterred McCain from folowlngthe ilustrious example.
McCain worked off his grouch by
joing across the Columbia to the wild
md beautiful valley of the Washougal
ind wandering among the firs, hunting
ind shooting and studying. It helped
>ome.
About this time Congress passed a

aw which provided that the appointnentsin the adjutant generals and
nspector general's corps shotild be by
:ompetitive examination. Heretofore
ney nau ucon oj ocitw.w.., »..«.

:al influence and favoritism had as
nuch to do with the naming of these
ifficers as anything else.
McCain's eyes glistened. He saw himlelfas a fine young adjutant general.
The tall firs on the Washougal told
lim to go to It. He went. Right in
heir midst, too. He laid out a course
>f study, took his books into his favorteretreat and "boned" up as he had
lot "boned" since he left West Point.

*
*

When the examinations were over

.nd the papers were all in, it was

ound that Henry P. McCain had passda better examination than any other
pplicant. He beqame at once a major
n the adjutant general's corps. A
ear later he became a lieutenant colnel,and in 1904 he became a colonel.
Twice since entering the corps he has
erved in the Philippines. The first
ime he was over in the Moro country
trhen Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood was

ubdujngthat turbulent territory. There
e proved himself a first-class fighting
nan as well as a capable adjutant.
V'ood thought so well of him that when
IcCain was coming home Wood gave
im a personal letter to Wood's best

of the Ridge road and look eastward.
where thousands of acres in one continuoustract are uniformly and densely
covered with small oaks of almost uniformheight, which are brown during
the month of November.
"Most trees in the Potomac valley hold

their foliage green until Noveml»er. to
the surprise of all visitors * here from
the north.
"On the ground almost the only color

that is conspic uous is yellow, product d
by the goldenrods, wild sunflowers, tickseedsunflowers and burr marigolds. Next
to this great yellow display are the
white, blue and purple of several species
of .aster. The famous New England
aster is raxe here, but there are two
or three other species that look like It
add are about as beautiful. The tall
Joe Pye weed, one of the thoroughworts,
has a large purplish panicle, while the
iron, weed is topped with royal purple.
But It Is surprising how few goldenrods.
asters and other composites there are
this year. The poison ivy and Virginia
creeper furnish a few red leaves. Formerlythe dazzling red cardinal flower, one
of the lobelias, was common on the low
grounds, but thoughtless people and vandalbotanists have destroyed nearly all
of them."

Prayer Before Action.
TVURING one of the numerous wars

waged by Prance two centuries
ago a strange scene took place near

S&luzzo, a disputed outpost, which well
Illustrates the religious spirit which
often prevailed among the soldiers of
earlier times.
The French approached the besiegers'

lines, and both armies were arranged
for a conflict. The sun shone from a

cloudless sky; every detail on each
array in the field was visible to the
other, and both were beheld at once
from the citadel.
There were three French marshals

present, and it was Schomberg's turn
to command. He drew up his 20.000
men in four lines, with skirmishers
in front, and the regular cavalry were
placed at stated intervals, ready to
charge.
In this impressive order, and In abso-

luvc Biitsnce, me r rencn uuvancea uiuu

nearly within cannon shot, when, at
a signal, the mass halted and simultaneouslyknelt down to pray. Then
followed the order to attack, which
was silently and cheerfully obeyed.
The battle was not to be, however, for

Mazami, amid a volley of musketry,
suddenly appeared, rode at a gallop betweenthe armies, and stayed the incipientfight by bringing acceptable
terms of peace.

War and Foot Ball.
44T7TAR is one thing, foot ball is an**other," s^id Percy Haughton,
the Harvard coach. "But before the new
rules were introduced, foot ball and war
were the same thing absolutely."
Mr. Haughton smiled.
"They tell a story of a player under

the old rules. Th.s player. Just after a
game, was seen hopping about the gridironon one leg in the frosty autumn
twilight.
" 'Limbering up your muscles, sir?'

said a field attendant. 'Limbering up
after the game, sir?'
" 'Not at all/ the player answered.
Tm looking for my left foot. You
haven't seen it anywhere, have you?* "

The Ready Answer.
T"\R. NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER*^ discussing the happy voyage of
the Principe de Udine, which brought
some 500 stranded Americans back
from Genoa, though at a loss to Dr
'Butler and certain millionaires of
$40,000, said to a New York reporter:
"The good work of this ship is an«|

other example of what money, generouslyspent, can do. It is all very well
to tell our millionaires that money
can't buy happiness. Their ready
answer is:
" 'But what a lot of unhappiness It

can buy off!'"
*

"ES A1MYI
friend, Theodore Roosevelt, then Presidentof the United States.

It is betraying that which no longer
is a secret to say here that (Jen. Wood's
Intention, though not then confided to
McCain, was to get President Rooseveltto make the young colonel of staff
a brigadier general of the line. Gen.
Wood thought that McCain possessed
the right sort of qualities for that
position, and several brigadier stars
were about to bo conferred.
But Gen. Wood had failed to take accountof McCain's modesty. McCain

felt that it would be an imposition on
the President's good nature to take
up his time in presenting a mere letter
of introduction. Roosevelt never saw
the letter. Had he, the chances are that
McCain would have been a brigadier
general years ago.
Along in 1912 some dissension arose

inside the army as a result of which
Maj. Gen. F. C. Ainsworth, then adjutantgeneral, suddenly asked for retirement,and got it. Col. McCain happenedto be serving in the department
at the time. At once ho become acting
adjutant general of the army, ami for
several months he filled the position
pa nfl hlv

*
* *

Then again came his turn for service
in the Philippines. He was servingtherewhen, in August, a vacancy
arose in the position of adjutant general,caused by the retirement for age
of Brig. Gen. George Andrews. SecretaryGarrison went carefully over the
records of the colonels in the corps
and then determined that this Col. McCain,whom he had never seen, was

the. man for the job. A cable brought
Col. McCain to Washington, and a few
minutes* talk convinced Secretary
Garrison that the judgment, based on

the record, was accurately formed. A
star went on the shoulder of the slim
soldier from Mississippi, and it is Brig.
Gen. McCain now.
When the phrase "the right-hand

man" came into being, the inventor had
an adjutant in mind. The adjutant of
anv military organization is the corn-

mander's right-hand man. H«- is the
authority which transmits orders and
sees that orders are carried out, and
in the modern organization he also is
the record keeper. And do not for a

fleeting instant imagine that record
keeping in the army is a slight job. In
this land of big military pensions, all
based on military records, it behooves
Uncle Sam to see that those military
records are kept with peculiar exactness.
Hence all the records and archives of

the War Department from the time
there was an American army down to
th.e present, the individual records of
all officers and men, all the old Confederaterecords captured by the Union
afmy during the civil war.these ami a
lot more are under the care of the adjutantgeneral.
No order to troops from the War Departmentbut has to pass through his

hands; no promotion is made save
through him. His is the work of the
department's right-hand man. Next to
the chief of staff, the adjutant general,
is the most powerful figure in the
American army organization.
A far cry to this position from fo!»

lowing a plow and a lop-eared mule
through a Mississippi cotton field. But
this is the way of the democratic
American army. ASHMUN BROWN.


